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Background 
 

School ventilation systems have been one of the focus points of funding related to COVID-19 over the 
past year. Bluewater District School Board (BWDSB) has received funding to enhance inspections, 
maintenance and operations of the excellent operating ventilation systems in our schools. Staff focused 
on inspections of systems and Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning (HVAC) units in order to 
supplement the work that was currently being performed by board staff. Any deficiencies identified during 
these operational inspections were followed up and repaired. This work has been completed. 
 

Ministry of Education memo 2021:14 ‘School Ventilation’ has provided additional funding for schools or 
parts of schools without mechanical ventilation. School boards are required to place standalone high 
efficiency particulate air (HEPA) filter units in all occupied learning environments with no or poor 
mechanical ventilation.  Additionally, in schools with mechanical ventilation, boards are required to place 
standalone HEPA filter units in all JK/SK classrooms. BWDSB received 103 HEPA units in September 
and purchased an additional 59 units. As of January 2022, 162 portable HEPA filtration units had been 
deployed in all Ministry mandated spaces plus developmental learning classrooms where students are 
unable to consistently wear masks. These units supplement the excellent mechanical air ventilation and 
filtration systems in our schools. 
 

The Ministry has committed to an additional 32 HEPA units for BWDSB that are in transit.  The order was 
expected in mid-February. Staff is following up with ministry contacts on this delivery.  Once these arrive 
BWDSB will have a total of 194 units. As per the Ministry directive, these units are to be placed in 
learning environments in schools in a manner that maximizes their benefit and minimizes overall 
transmission of risks. Administrators and union partners were consulted to prioritize the placement of 
these units as follows: 
 

1. classrooms where there is no mechanical ventilation system (Kincardine Township Tiverton Public 

School (partial) and Beavercrest Community School) – Ministry requirement previously completed 

2. classrooms with kindergarten students (JK, SK, JK/SK and SK/1) – Ministry requirement completed 

3. classrooms where there are students who are unable to wear a mask (both DL and regular 

classrooms) – beyond Ministry requirement and complete 

4. smaller spaces where possible where staff members are required to work with students who are 

unable to wear a mask– beyond Ministry requirement and completed 

5. older portables, if applicable, where we could enhance a mechanical ventilation and filtration system– 

beyond Ministry requirement and not applicable 
 

Additionally, board staff continue to monitor the school’s ventilation systems, change out filters, and 
ensure the continued excellent operating ventilation systems in our schools. BWDSB has posted the 
‘Standardized Ventilation Measures Report’ to the website. It provides information on a school by school 
basis of our ventilation work. 
 

Recommendation: 
 

That the Business Committee of the Whole receive the ‘COVID-19 Ventilation in Schools – March 
Update’ for information. 
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